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fact, it will be written some day that the South, having a domain half 
the size of Europe and a population much larger than many independent 
nations, with institutions totally differing from the North, attempted 
peacefully to set up a government of her own. She claimed to do so on 
the ground of natural right, on the ground of constitutional right, 
repeatedly claimed from the beginning of the government, and on the- 
ground of "an irrepressible conflict" which, according to even Lincoln 
and Seward, made union a mockery. Nevertheless, she was invaded from 
the North by great armies, her people slaughtered, her institutions over- 
thrown, and her territory dragged back into union with the Northern 
States on their own terms. The judgment of history must be the same, 
no matter how powerful the South becomes under the new order of 
things, or how fortunate for the world — as I hope it may prove — the 
result may be; the action of the North was a pure invasion and con- 
quest, and nothing else can be made of it. 

The statement made on page 420 that the "South was ready for 
war; the North almost entirely unprepared," is something so absurd 
that I do not recollect seeing such a claim advanced in even the partisan 
books of the North written twenty years ago. It suffices of itself to 
stamp Mr. McLaughlin's work as utterly unfair and untrustworthy. 
What a contrast Mr. McLaughlin affords to Mr. John C. Eopes, a 
Massachusetts man, in his Story of the Civil War.! 
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